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T 1 LIS in oi 1 1 Irs Ik'hi ique:i 
mapfiLzinc cdd^rate.s 
sonicc-kamitij; and tin.* 
com ribyi ions tliai it niakos 
to students' icariiiii^ by (bsleriiig civic 
cngagcmoin wliilc stiideiiis learn in a 
hands-on rcabs\orld comexL Kor close to 
half' a cemiiry, semce-lcanTiiii^r has spread 
iliroup;boni schools in tlic United States 
ii.% students enj^age iti activities as divene 
as ilic schools the students attend. From 
road safety to lielping feed those in need 
to orgainzin^s; a blood dri\x% stiLdeius have 
embraced tlie opport unit its to Ix^ agents of 
change in their coninuinities, while at ifie 


same time learn lUg invaluable lessons that 
ai*e linked to the curriculunu 

Cetitennial High in Frnnklin 

What are your students passionate about? 
The answer is wliate\'er ihtw rare deej^ly 
about. At Ontemnal High in Fi'aiiklin, 
Tennessee^ students are passionate about 
sidety. The busy street in front ofC'enten- 
nial was the site of a senuus student iiijurv’ 
on the first clay of school tins ys*ai\ And so 
when MBAA’r.’tf<ir<A High School orBiisi- 
nt^s tt‘ucher Robbie Reed told siudents in 
her ''Lt^itdersiiip^' course that the>' would 
complete a service -lean ling project that 


seinester to meet a comniuiiity need* the 
students ini mediately chose to make the 
scliool crossing safer. 

Tlii^^ back^l up their |>assion with iv- 
si^arcli that rcwcaled a history oi'ticc idem s 
at the site. Front this, they set a goal to 
convince the inayoi' and city olTiciah to 
insiall a trattk liglit and rework crossing 
voiles, 'Die semester itnolved rcsearcit into 
trallk patterns, data cm tic fling, a (>artiier- 
ship whth students in the “Marketitig Re- 
sea rcli and Analysis'- course, and j>r(‘-j>at'a- 
tion to del her a professional ]> resent at ion. 
llie result? The mayor called it one oft lie 
best ( act- groin ided present at ions lie's seen; 
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The school works to provide an environment that encourages [students] 
"to take responsibility for their own learning and behavior so they may 
develop the skills and habits needed to be successful in school and life/' 


lie- Nctu tlu- tranic euj;riiioer lo woii: w ith 
lli«' srliool lo turn ibe- stud nit s' rcconiinm- 
datioiis imo reality. 

^’^Lcaderslijp" ' is ilic lim course in 
MEiA/frjeflrrA and C'urric uluin Ceiiler^s 
Hi^h School orBLishiess program. I'lic 
cnnkulum guides siudenis ilirough the 
Steps of a ser%dce-Jeariiing pnije-ci as they 
learn valuable leadersliip skills. Hut it s 
the roiinectiou to the rocipiems that can 
have lile-allering impact on students. At 
Renaissance High in Detroit, Michigan, 
a class decided to sene its cDmniiuiity 
iliroitgii collecting and disirilKuing loilew 
ries io a buttered \\'omoifs shelter. Wlule 
the stiidt-nts wvrv proud of llic amount of 
soap, looilil>riislies and shampoo iliey do- 
nated, 11 was llielr visit with the recipieiils 
that resonated. 

Following the visiu ilieir teacher, banell 
Laseiiby, shared ilie eiiKJiional day. 
ha\ (- a "cutter' in my class,’’ said Lasc-nl>>% 
‘‘you know, someone who cuts liersidf with 
sharp objects. At the sheltei> the cutler and 
the it^st of the class got in talk in some of 
the women wlio vei e staying there. They 
heal'd about sonie really terrihle nxfx'ri- 
ences. Xioie importantly, tlK^y heard these 
women talk about liow they got themselves 
out ol lMd |)laces land away from had |>eo- 
pie). They heard about the wonieifs plans 
and determinaiion to make a better life for 
themsek^es and their children. Afterward, 
the students talked a lot about the people 
they liad met. And, the cutter realised that 
her lile wasn’t so bad and that she could 
overcome some oflier issues too. [i was a 
very- powerful experience.” 

Eunice Coreer and 
Tectintcol Education Center 

"l‘he culinary arts class at the Eunice 
Career and Technical Education Center, 
located in Eunice, Louisiana, recently 
participated in a service-learning project. 
The class, under the direction of their 
instructor Martha Gueinpel, organi/AxI a 
sclicKjl blood drive on January 13 . All the 
students and stafTat the school attended 
a presentation by Lhiitetl Bhxxl Services, 


where they learned of the need for blood 
in the eommunity and the c|ualifieations 
to do uate. Fi ft y- 1 i \ e pa r i ic I j ja lit s regi ste r t‘ d 
to donate, many of them IG yeat^ old 
and fn^H ime donors. .Skyla Lfjeune, a 
16-year-olci junior, said, “I just ivaiiied to 
iiel[> sav-e lives.” 

'File cuhnary students %vho were not 
eligible to donate pios^iderl a service loo; 
they pre|>ared and served luncli io all 
the blood donot's plus the United Blood 
Ser\ ices stalT. St udents ivt-re rewarded 
for their pardnpaiion with a free March 
Gras t-shirt, hnicli and the upponuihiy to 
w'ear blue jeans to school in place of their 
school uniform. All of the students agreed 
the biggest resvaid wa.s the fact that they 
heljx'cl -sav%‘ li\^-s. Ik pimiding ilu‘ stu- 
dents wiili a safe and I'uti experience* they 
could Ixx-ome lifetime donoi^. 

Dare Counry Alternative School 

Students at Dare County Alternative 
School in Alanteo, North Carolina, ikee 
many challenges. Since ihi-se suidems are 
at risk of continuing their cdueatiou^ the 
schcMd wta ks t<i provide an i-nvirontiteiu 
til at encourages them ‘"to take resyionsibil- 
lly Ibr their own leamuig ami behav ior 
so they may devxdop the skills and habits 
needed to be successful in scliool and lile.” 
Pan of that resjionsibility is the teaching 
ofcivic engagemem through seixdce- 
leaniing vciiuires: iluTcfbre all studentH 
in grades eight thmugh 12 paniciixtie in 
service-learning* according to business 
and marketing instructor Julia Ray. 

Ray’s Mudents rotate going to Food For 
Thouglit <-ach Tliursday morning. They 
woik with elderly members of the commu- 
nity in a production line systtmi to prqiiire 
moix* than 400 bags of food for elemen- 
tary and middle school child ret i who do 


not get enough to eat on the weekends. 
Students work in the line packing die 
bags and sonx‘ work loading the trailer lo 
deliver the bags to the schools. It giv es ilie 
stLidems experience in giving liark wiihoui 
expecting anything in return, Ray siiys^ 
and some of them evx-ii knnvc many of the 
ch ildre ii w I to recc tve t he liags i iic 1 ud i rig 
their V'Onngcr brothers and sisters. Rav' 
said they are in the second year of this 
project and last year saw 100 percetit 
[>ariicipiuion in eomnumity or service- 
learning activities. 

Ray iKitcs die service- lea ruing Is tied to 
the curriculum. I tir exani])le, the matkci- 
ing class di.wusses ways of advertising the 
service to those in neixl while students in 
Ray's romputer ap}ilieaticHis class lu-lp 
her niainiaiii llic Web site. Ray" notes that 
studenu look forward to part icijia ting and 
they work to get their class work done* so 
that they’ arc' free to do so. W orking with 
an older generation has also ]Te]|>ed to 
bridge the iiitcrgeiieradoual gap tlial ex- 
ists I x-t ween young and old. 

“'I’itf-y' haw changed from lieing un- 
certain about die older adults to actively 
[Xtriicipaiiiig in discussions wiili them ” 
she said. I 
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